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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'DORADO' BLADDERPOD 

The United S t a t e s  Department of Agr icu l ture ,  S o i l  Conservation Serv ice ;  
t h e  Ca l i fo rn i a  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Experiment S t a t ion ;  and t h e  Ca l i fo rn i a  Depart- 
ment of F ish  and Game announce t h e  release of 'Dorado' bladderpod, 
Isomeris  a rborea  Nutt.  var. globosa Cov. 'Dorado' w a s  developed a t  t h e  
SCS P lan t  Materials Center,  Lockeford, Ca l i fo rn i a .  

'Dorado' has  shown e x c e l l e n t  performance as a conservat ion p l a n t  on 
c r i t i c a l  areas, upland game cover and food, and f o r  environmental enhance- 
ment on deep t o  moderately deep, medium t o  f i n e l y  tex tured  s o i l s  t h a t  
are well- drained. It grows n a t u r a l l y  on t h e  d e s e r t  s o i l s  and p r e f e r s  a 
pH of 6.5 or  higher .  
up t o  e l e v a t i o n s  of 1220 m (4,000 f e e t ) ,  but  s e v e r a l  succes s fu l  p l a n t i n g s  
have been made i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  and nor thern  p a r t  of Sacramento Valley. 

It i s  b e s t  adapted t o  t h e  southern  p a r t  of Ca l i fo rn i a  

Descr ip t ion  

A n a t i v e ,  erect,  rounded, evergreen, widely branched shrub about 12 t o  16 dm, 
(4-5 f e e t )  high and about 16-21 dm. (5-7 f e e t )  wide. The t r i f o l i a t e  leaves 
are a l t e r n a t e  wi th  l e a f l e t s  greenish-yellow, oblong t o  l a n c e o l a t e ,  1 .3  
t o  3.8 c m .  (1/2-1$ i n . )  long,  e n t i r e ,  t ipped a t  apex, rounded a t  base. Yellow 
f lowers  are  r e g u l a r  i n  dense te rmina l  bracted racemes and bloom much of 
t h e  year .  Capsules, 3.8-5 cm.  (1$-2 i n . )  long,  i n f l a t e d ,  pendulous wi th  
few seeds.  Seed i s  dark  brown, smooth wi th  a prominent end-curved embryo 
and matures throughout t h e  year .  

Source 

On August 23, 1965, seed w a s  co l l ec t ed  from p l a n t s  along Highway 138 near  
Gorman, Los Angeles County, by Ca l i fo rn i a  Department of F ish  and Game 
personnel .  
assigned.  

Eleva t ion  - 1160 m (3800 f t . ) .  PL-261-65 w a s  access ion  number 

Development of P l an t  

Seed from o r i g i n a l  p l a n t s  w a s  increased i n  1966 from p l a n t s  grown on t h e  
Pleasanton P lan t  Materials Center,  Alameda County. Gallon-can p l a n t s  were 
propagated from seed and t h e s e  p l a n t s  were used i n  secondary t e s t i n g  at 
Sunol i n  1966. 
brought t o  Lockeford i n  1973. 

It was  t e s t e d  a t  about 20 o the r  f i e l d  sites and subsequent ly 



This  access ion  has shown equal  t o  supe r io r  performance t o  a l l  c o l l e c t e d  
native access ions  t o  d a t e  i n  es tab l i shment ,  s u r v i v a l  and use  f o r  upland 
game, e ros ion  c o n t r o l  and environmental enhancement. 

Seed and P lan t  Production 

This  bladderpod access ion  i s  a good seed producer,  wi th  seed maturing 
throughout t h e  year .  However, seed ha rves t s  can be made p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  
but  summer-fall ha rves t s  seem t o  be t h e  heavies t .  Mature seed i s  hand 
harvested p e r i o d i c a l l y  f o r  optimum production. 
per  kilogram (4500 seeds  per  pound). 
c l eane r  us ing  a No. 1 4  top screen  and No. 8 bottom screen.  
has  va r i ed  from 75 t o  90% wi th  an a f t e r- r ipen ing  requirement of 3-4 months. 
P l a n t s  are propagated by d i r e c t  seeding i n t o  con ta ine r s  i n  t h e  greenhouse. 
P l a n t s  develop a t  a r ap id  rate and need t o  be moved i n t o  a l a r g e r  con ta ine r  
o r  t o  t h e  f i e l d  as growth progresses .  

There are about 9900 seeds  
Seed i s  cleaned wi th  a c l ipper- type  

Seed germinat ion 

Seed Source 

The Lockeford P lan t  Materials Center w i l l  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  maintaining 
a supply of breeder  seed.  Limited numbers of l i v e  p l a n t s  and seed w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  seed source n u r s e r i e s  f o r  i n i t i a l  commercial 
product ion of p l a n t s  during t h e  1979-80 season. Commercially a v a i l a b l e  
p l a n t s  are expected f o r  t h e  1980 sjeason. 
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